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GPS INTERFERENCE AND NAVIGATION TOOL (GIANT) USER NOTICE: GIANT-2017-002 

SUBJECT: GIANT AFNIC Certification 

BACKGROUND: 

The AFNIC certification for GIANT 4.x software expires 28 May 2017.  GIANT 5.x is certified.  GIANT 5.1.0 
will be available for preorder beginning 29 May 2017 for delivery in early July 2017. 

IMPACT: 

This affects all users of GIANT 4.x versions, including GIANT 4.6 and 4.10.0.  Per AFNIC guidance the 
software does not expire with the certification and certification expiration does not mean the software 
necessarily has to be removed from your system; however it is up to your ISSM to determine the impact 
to your system’s security posture. 

CHECK: 

To identify your GIANT version, start GIANT, then navigate to the About Dialog (Help > About GIANT). 

ACTION: 

Plan to upgrade to GIANT 5.1.0.  Talk to your ISSM about the impact of the expiration of the AFNIC 
certification for GIANT 4.x on your system.  See the following page for information from AFNIC. 

If you have any questions, please contact the GIANT help desk at giant@linquest.com. 
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GPS INTERFERENCE AND NAVIGATION TOOL (GIANT) USER NOTICE 

GIANT-2017-002 2 of 2  

EXPLANATION OF AFNIC CERTIFICATION EXPIRATION 

Below is an explanation from AFNIC on what the expiration of the certification for GIANT 4.x means.  All 
emphasis, underlines or boldings are mine.   

Michael “Doc” Watson, GIANT Model Manager 

“The expiration date of our certifications is never meant to be a "Drop dead" date for the 
software. And that is because it is a certification and not an ATO. Approval always happens at the 
ATO level. That can be a System ATO or an Enclave ATO. Most of the products on the AF-EPL are used 
by Enclave ISSM's who add them to their Enclave ATO and at that point they added it to an existing 
approval. Our certification only helps them with documenting their required "Due diligence" in being 
able to say the product didn't affect the security posture of their existing "approval" from the AF AO. 
We do not authorize or "Approve" products. We only certify products. We plug into the Assessment 
and Accreditation (A&A, formerly C&A) process. But we only do the Certification or Assessment 
portion. That is why it is important to understand that 'Approved' is a troublesome term to use 
relating to the AF-EPL or our certifications. 

Because our process generates a certification memo, that memo is to be used to add the product to 
the A&A (formerly C&A) package of a system or enclave. The Certification expiration date is the 
when that can no longer be done. It is not the last date the product can be used. Therefore, that 
product can still be used until that A&A (formerly C&A) package expires and even if that is beyond 
expiration date of the original Certification memo.  

But please remember that our process is here to aid IAM/ISSM's in doing their "due diligence" for 
products used across the AF. If they have a local policy that that removes a product from the 
software baseline of their A&A (formerly C&A) package as it expires on the EPL, that is up to them.” 

But here is the even better news. GPS Interference and Navigation Tool (GIANT) v5.x is certified and 
on the AF-EPL.  You can find it at: 
https://cs3.eis.af.mil/sites/afao/Lists/COTSGOTS%20Software/DispForm.aspx?ID=3841 
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